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SIR, 

"ROM the perſonal Knowledge I 
F have of your eminent Abllities, 
both natural and acquired, of your In- 
tegrity, Candor, and Public Virtue, I 
have taken the Liberty to addreſs theſe 
Pages to you, not indeed preſuming to 
inſtruct ſo great a Maſter, but rather to 
ſubmit my Thoughts to your examina- 
tion; ſo that whether your Penetration 
may find Cauſe to differ in Opinion 
with me, or by adopting, to amplify 
and illuſtrate what I may have but faint- 
| ly 
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ly touched, I am not without Hope, 
that, by engaging your attention to this 
ſubject, it may lead you to be the parlia- 
mentary Inſtrument of promoting ſome 
new Plans, which, to our Coſt, we 
know are and have been long wanting 
for the Public Good. Tow 41 R 


Tam, SIR, 
With great Reſpect, 


Your moſt hnmble Servant, 


Tus AUTHOR. 
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TO THE 
R E A D E R. 


N a matter af FY great and 1 
concernment, whereby every indivi- 


dual is immediately affected, the at- 
tempt of a private perſon to lay his 
ideas before the public, will not, we 


hope, be thought too preſuming, ſince, 


though it ſhould be erroneous in many 
parts, it may, however, do good, by 


exciting the thoughts and endeavours of 
abler heads to point out the errors, and 
give us a better direction. 


| The numbers made uſe of as funda- 


mental facts in the calculations which 
occur in the following ſpeculations, are - 


ſuch as the author, from ſome reading, 
obſervation, 
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obſervation, and experience, has thought 


he might depend upon, as being pro- 
bably near the truth: but he deſires the 


more learned reader will conſider them 
merely as algebraical ſymbols, and ſub- 
ſtitute others in their places, wherever 


he thinks he can correct them; the au- 


thor's wiſh being, not ſo much to ſup- 
port an hypotheſis;/'a as to apr to 
find out the truth. i 21 


| He * generally — * uſe ot round 
numbers, to avoid frivolouſly puzzling 
with fractions, which. can be of very 


little uſe, unleſs the firſt facts were de- 
monſtratively aſce rained, ; or aſſented 
to. „ 


Political 


($3) 


Political Speculations. 


HE drarneſs of proviſions and 

the high price of labour are fo 
naturally connected together, 
that it is of no great importance to en- 
quire which evil ariſes the firſt, ſince the 


other muſt conſequently and almoſt im- 
mediately follow, in a country conſtitu- 


ted as England is, and has been at any 
time ſince the introduction of trade and 


the deſtruction of vaſſalage. 


This evil, ſuch as it now is, has been 


growing upon us near three centuries; 


the bulk of it is become ſo great, that it 
is indeed high time to endeavour to 
pull it down again if poſſible; however 
it is not, as many people imagine, owing 


to any one cauſe, but to the aggregate of 
a great many; the chief of which ap- 
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6 Pol. ITI AL SPECULATIONS. 
Firſt, The enormous ſize of the me- 

. 

2dly, Monopoly or 3 

3dly, Sample markets for grain. 

4thly, Large farms. 


5thly, Plowing with horſes inſtead 


of oxen. 

6thly, Poſt chaiſes and flying ſtages. 

7thly, Exportation and diſtillery of 

rain. 

8thly, Taxes on noch es. 

gthly, Tythes. 

rothly, Public funds, increaſe of 
money, and rapid fortunes. 

11thly, Decreaſe of induſtry among 
women. 

12thly, The want of a better plan 
for the militia. 

13thly, The want of proper Ws re- 
ſpecting the poor, vagrants, * per- 
ſons and felons. 


Se 
The enormous fixe of the metropolis. 
GREAT town, as conſiſting of a 
multitude of people, may very pro- 


perly be compared to a large army ; and 
| it 
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it is well known that many great armies 
have been as it were defeated and obliged 
to ſeperate themſelves into ſmaller bodies, 
without encountering any other enemy 
than the difficulty of ſubſiſting ſo many 
people together: A General never truſts 
that the fame of ſo great an army be- 
ing aſſembled at a certain place will in- 


duce all the neighbouring country to 
bring in proviſions to ſo ſure a mar- 


ket; on the contrary, it is a principal 
branch of the art of war to know 
how to prevent all ingroſſing and fore- 
ſtalling, and to bring plenty to the camp, 
and many officers are appointed ſpecially 
for theſe purpoſes, and employed in this 
branch alone. London however, and its 
environs Which uſe the London markets, 
conſiſting of 1,200,000 people, at the 
leaſt, is left to find its proviſions as it can, 
without any public care to collect them; 
and yet it is certain that on the moſt mo- 
derate computation, that number of peo- 
ple require a compaſs of land for their 
| B 2 ſubſiſtance 
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ſubſiſtance of 122 4 miles ſquare, con- 


ſidering that the inhabitants of the open 
country, and of the other towns and vil- 
lages comprized therein, are alſo to be 
maintained out of the ſame at te ſame 
time; conſequently the Londoners muſt 
be at the conſtant expence of a land car- 
riage of 60 miles and upwards, on their 
daily food and other requiſites, . beſides 
the occupation it gives to infinite numbers 
of middlemen, who will be very well 
paid for their trouble. 


This magnitude of the metropolis, 
which is hourly increaſing, can be of 
no advantage, but certainly detrimen- 
tal to the general welfare of the ſtate: 
neither is it ſo much the proſpect of gain 
that draws ſo many inhabitants from the 
country and other towns thither, as the 


defire of enjoying the pleaſures which 


abound there ; for thoſe, who ſet moſt 
in earneſt about making their fortunes 
by induſtry, ſettle at Norwich, Manche- 
ſer, Birmingham, Liverpool, Briſtol, &c, 
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PoLITICAL SPECULATIONS: 9 
To forbid people, coming to reſide in 
the metropolis, by any law, would be 
falling heavy on the liberty of the ſub- 
ject, and indeed would be impracticable; 
but the proprietors of all kinds of pub- 
lic diverſions are, and always have been, 
under the controul of the magiſtracy; 
and if theſe were baniſhed to thirty miles 
diſtance from the capital, perhaps our 
maſter weavers might find that their ma- 
nufactures would come nearer the French 
ſtandard, if carried on in Wales, where 
labour is cheap, than in Spitalfields, 
where it is three times as high: 


many alſo of our country gentlemen 


and their ladies would content them- 
ſelves with their country plays and aſſem- 
blies, and regret when a law ſuit or any 
croſs buſineſs led them to ſpend a dirty 


winter in London. For when all that 


ſort of people, whoſe buſineſs and ſta- 
tion in life do not neceſſarily attach them 
to the capital, lived at their country ſeats, 
their gardens and fields ſurrounding their 
houſes, abundantly ſupplied their tables 
at a very cheap rate; and though they 


lived 
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10 PoLITICAL SPECULATIONS. 
lived with an air of grandeur from the 

number of their attendants, yet their ſer- 

vants were not of that abſolute inutility of 
the modern town footmen, but were ac- 
cuſtomed to give their aſſiſtance occaſio- 


nally in raiſing thoſe comforts and neceſ- 


ſaries of life that are now to be raiſed by 
other hands, and brought from the diſ- 
tance ſometimes of one or two hundred 
miles to feed the footmen and other 
town loiterers of our days. 


_ 9 — 
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SECT. II. 
Monopoly and Foreſtalling. 

[ J Ndoubtedly, as things are now ſitua- 
ted, monopoly and foreſtalling con- 
tribute much to raiſing the prices of 
commodities, at the ſame time I appre- 
hend that an attempt to reſtrain them by 
ſuch laws and methods as have hitherto 
been tried, muſt prove ineffectual, or at 
any rate muſt be conſidered in ſome de- 
gree as acting againſt the true principles 
of trade and commerce, which certainly 
were 


Were 


firſt 

the! 
rem 
grati 
Pub 
talk« 
oper 
very 
if, 1 
mar 
near 


Eſſe 


the 


ham 
the 

at Or 
Roa 


for 


the 
Fiſt 
boat 
tion 
VIZ. 


to J 


* PoLITICAL SPECULATIONS 11 
were not underſtood whenthoſelaws were 


firſt made; but I am of opinion, that if 
the ſundry other cauſes of this evil were 


removed, ingroſſing, foreſtalling, and re- 


grating, would ſoon fall of themſelves. 


Public granaries, which have been long 
talked of, would effectually prevent their 
operation on grain. And it would be 
very much reſtrained in regard to cattle, 
if, inſtead of Smithfield, five ſeveral beaſt 
markets were appointed, viz. one at or 
near Mile End, for all that came by the 
Eſſex Road; one at or near Iſlington for 
the North Road; one at or near Totten- 
ham Court Turnpike for all that came by 
the Uxbridge and Harrow Roads; one 
at or near Knight's-Bridge for the Weſtern 
Roads; and the laſt in St. George's Fields 
for the Kentiſh and Southern Roads: on 
the ſame principle there ſhould be five 
Fiſh-markets on the Thames, and the 
boats obliged, under penalty of confiſca- 
tion, to ſell in the following order, 
viz. the firſt to Weſtminſter, the ſecond 
to Hungerford, the third to Fleet market, 


the 
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12 PorLITICAL SPECULATIONS, 


the fourth to Billinſgate, and the fifth to 
the Borough or Bear Key. 


The preſent monopolies of Smithfield 
and Billinſgate are exceedingly favoured 
by the ſmallneſs of the ground appointed 
for thoſe markets; the crowd, confu- 


ſion, and hurry, that are conſequences of 
their narrowneſs, prevent thouſands of 


people from going to do their buſineſs 
themſelves at thoſe markets, from a cer- 
tain knowledge, that if all went who 


had buſineſs there, there would not be 


room for them to ſtand, from whence of 
courſe, the whole tranſactions fall into 
the hands of thoſe few jobbers that have 
been long accuſtomed to that kind of 
ſcuffle. 


Ser. 


Sample Markets. 
HE mode of carrying a ſample to 2 
| country marxet inſtead of ſending 
the whole quantity of grain intended to 
be ſold, has very much increaſed of late 
years, 
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years, and gives great encouragemient and- 


facility to ingroſſing, and to raifing the 


price. For if on the other hand, the 
farmer was at the expence of bringing 
his team, loaded with corn, and obliged 


to lodge his ſacksin the market houſe at 


a certain expence, till next market day, 
if not ſold the firſt, he would rather take 
a moderate price when offered, than run 
the further riſk of uſeleſs expences with- 
out a certainty of a better market. And 
conſidering that corn is a bulky commo- 
dity, it would be very eaſy to frame a 
law that ſhould oblige all farmers to bring 
it in groſs to the public markets. 


. IT * 


SEcr. IV. 


Large Farms. 
HE beſt way of underſtanding the 
| ſize of farms, is to meaſure them 


by plow lands, which was a very antient 


method of confidering them ; it means | 
that quantity of ground which finds con- 


ſtant occupation for one team, and which 
| EF © prod 
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| produces an adequate profit, that is to 
= ſay, on an average, three times the an- 
1 nual expence of that team, and all the 
neceſſary expences attendant thereon 
and connected therewith in the ordinary 
methodof farming where there is a mix- 
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b ture of plowing and paſturing. 

8 This quantity of land, viz. one plow- 
4 land, was fixt by act of parliament in the 
bu reign of K. W. 3. at gol. per ann. va- 
1 lue; it is now, from the difference in the 
4 4 riſe of rents, about 6ol. The quantity of 


acres are more or leſs according to the 
richneſs of the ground, but taking all Eng- 
land at an average, a plow-land is about 
IOO acres. 


= A = 


as 


Paſture ground or meadow may be let 

| in any fmall quantity ; but in tillage, a 
= plow-land ſhould never be divided, as it 
: muſt beruinous to a farmer to keep ateam 
on a ſmaller proportion of land ; many 
evils ariſe from allowing one man to oc- 
* a 285 * farm; fuſt, a large 
farm 
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PoLITICAL SPECULATIONS, | 15 
farm requiring a large capital, ſuch a 


farmer is either wealthy enough to at- 


tempt to monopolize and ingroſs ; or, if 
his ſtock is too ſmall for his undertaking, 
he cannot work his ground ſo as to pro- 
duce the beſt crops, . by which means, as 
much as he loſes, is at the ſame time a 
Toſs to the public, Another evil is, that, 
if a farmer holds above 5 or 600 acres, 
the extent of ground becomes too great 
for him to overſee properly, and of courſe 
both he and the public muſt be loſers. 
No plowing farmer ſhould be allowed to 
occupy more than 5 plow-lands, that is, 
than 3ool. a year, nor leſs than one plow- 
land or Gol. a year; and thoſe who pre- 
ſerve the medium between thoſe two ex- 
tremes, will do beſt of all. 
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16 PoLITICAL SPECULATIONS, 
S © 
| Plowing with Horſes inſtead of Oxen, 
> u'e horſes in draught inſtead of 
oxen, is looked upon as one of our 


modern improvements from theignorance 
and barbariſm of former ages; but when 


the computation of the difference is fair- 


ly made, I believe we ſhall find, how- 


ever it may anſwer to farmers, graziers, 


and butchers, that, . as a nation, we have 
fallen into an egregious error. 


The luxury of the age (1765) which 


encourages the breeding ſuch a number. 
of horſes of all kinds, is the cauſe why 


the graziers and butchers give us beef of 


two and three years old, inſtead of fix 
and ſeven; and likewiſe, why the farmers 
perform all or the greateſt part of their 
plow and team work with horſes inſtead 


of oxen, whereas as if they univerſally or 


more generally uſed the latter, it would 


probably ſave the prod uce of above a mil- 


lion acres of land in England and Wales, 
which 
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which is now thrown away, as I may ſay, 
by uſing animals in draft and culture of 
our land that are not eatable, inſtead of 
thoſe which are here; I will obviate two 
objections which will probably be ſtart- 
ted in this place; firſt, that the gain to 
the farmer by the greater diſpatch made 
in the buſineſs by horſes, does not pay 
for the much greater expence in feeding 
and taking care of them. ,Secondly, I 
will venture to aſſert, that there is no 
plowing farm in this kingdom whereon 
oxen may not be reared and fattened ad- 
vantageouſly by the culture of the proper 
graſſes, turnips, cabbage, &c. As farmers 
are now turned horſe dealers, I make no 
doubt but their profit in bretding or buy- 
ing in young horſes, and contriving to 
make their work at plow pay for two or 
three years keeping before they ſell them 
again, may caſually anſwer better to them 
than if they uſed oxen; but to view this 
in a national light, it is certain that the 
country- which gives up ſo great a part of 
its land and labour to raiſe rough products 
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18 PoLITICAL SPECULATIONS. 
for exportation, inſtead of ſuch as may 
be manufactured before they are exported, 
is dealing on the worſt terms poſſible: 
now horſes are a rough product, and it 
is almoſt as bad a policy to encourage their 
exportation, as it would be to encourage 
that of raw wool, raw hides, or oak tim- 
ber. 


Two acres of wheat prod ucing five 


quarters at a medium are ſufficient for 


the bread corn of ſix men, two women 
and two boys, or ten perſons, which are 
the number requiſite for the modern 
method of keeping two plow- lands (at an 


average two hundred acres) in tillage, of 
which we ſuppoſe (one hundred and 


fixty acres or) four fifths to be in actual 


plowing, and the ſame two plow-lands 


will ſtrictly require eight horſes, 


Let us allow for the fleſh meat of 
theſe ten perſons after the rate of fix 


ſheep for each, which fix Hop will re- 
quire 
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quire about two acres per annum. of the 
aforeſaid kind of land, that is for the fleſh 
meat of the ten perſons, 20 acres | 


Ditto, for their bread corn. 2 
* or drink ſuppoſe we allo x 


each perſon after the rate of 
two gallons a week, ſmall 
beer, or 1 gallon of ſtrong, 
viz. a hogſhead per ann. at 
eight buſhels of barley to 
the hogſhead ; for the ten 
| perſons eighty buſhels at 
the rate of four quarters to 
an acre. 2 
For the 8 horſes at the rate 
of one acre and a half 
for hay and graſs 1 
And corn, at eight buſhels per 
week, equal to fifty-two 
quarters, at 4 + quarters 


LILY 


per acre 12 
| For cow paſture and garden- 
ſtuff 42 * 


That 
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of a plow land, or 
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where the draft is perform - 


ed by horſes, we allow the 


produce of about 1-half 


| corn, 
And for their beer, as before 


And for their cow paſture 


and garden-ſtuff 


Then, inſtead of the eight 


horſes, put ten oxen, which 
to feed up to their work, 
and to fatten one pair per 
annum, we will allow the 


ſame quantity of land for 
hay, corn, and graſs, as to 
the horſes, wiz, 24 acres, 


That is, for the maintenance 
of all the people and cattle . 

employed in the cultiva- 

tion of two plow lands; 


51 acres. 


Nov let us ſee what difference it will 
make to ſubſtitute oxen inſtead of horſes : 
Suppoſe, as before, the ten tillers of 
two plow lands to require for their bread 


2 acres, 
2 2 


4 ; 


91 


(though 
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PoLITICAL SPECULATIONS. 
(though, in fact, leſs would 
do) but as two of the ten, 
(hen arrived at the proper 
age) ſhould be fatted and 
killed every year for meat, 
which at 600 lb. weight 
each, will be equal to the 

meat allowance of four of 
our ten perſons, we muſt 


reckom eight of theſe twen= = 


ty- four acres, as ſo much 
for meat for four: perſons | 
of ountillers - 8 
And the remaining ſirteen 
for the maintenance of the 


N once  - : 16 | 


The other ſix tillers to be fed 

as before by ſheep, _—_ 
will require as before 

Uſed in all, by drawing * 


oxen I3z acres. 


Whereby there is an evident 


N 


in of 8 acres. 


To make it ballance with the 
517 acres. 


foregoing 24 
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22 Pol ITI AL SPECULATIONS:: 
To which gain of eight acres we 
ſhould alſo add, that the 16 acres, al- 
lowed as the equivalent for the labour- 
ing oxen, is not all ſpent therein; be- 
cauſe theſe oxen increaſe annually in 


their value, for Which it is not unreaſon- 
able to put two aeres of the 16 to that 


account, by which allowance only 14 
will remain charged for labour, and the 


whole ſaving by't this method of "tillage 
will be 10 acres in 200 of ſüch land as 
here ſtated, that lis to fay, five her cent 
in every plowland. Let! it be alſõ conſider- 
ed, that when a horſe is paſt his labour 
he is thrown to the dogs; but after an 
ox has worked four or five years, he is 
then, and then only, come toa props age 


to make good beef. 


— 


en 7 
Poſt Chaiſes and Flying Stages. 


GUppoſe, for the ſake of a round num- 

ber, that we ſay, all the people in Eng- 
land that come to the capital by poſt 
chaiſes 
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chaiſes or flying ſtages, make, at a me- 
dium, a journey of 72 miles. A gen- 
tleman of a good eſtate 20 years ago 
travelled all round the kingdom with his 
coach and four and two ſaddle horſes, that 
is, ſix horſes in all. But now ſuppoſe ſuch 
a gentleman going to London with his 
family, from the diſtance as before ſta- 
ted of 72 miles, or 6 poſts of 12 miles 
each, admitting he takes his own horſes 
the firſt ſtage either to his poſt coach or 
two chaiſes, with the 2 ſaddle horſes as 
before, there remains 5 changes or relays 
of poſt horſes to compleat his journey to 
London, where during his ſtay he drives 
z pair of job horſes; it is evident that 
this gentleman employs 38 horſes on 
this occaſion inſtead of the 6 in former 
times, People of ſmaller fortune who 
travel in the flys inſtead of the old ſtages, 
employ an additional number of horſes 
in about the ſame proportion add to 
this, that people now a days go many 
journies and excurſions more than they 


uſed to do, and all the women in the 
D 2 kingdom 
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kingdom, (indeed much to the advan- 
tage of their health) are got on horſe- 
back. Whence, I think, the concluſion 
will be moderate, to ſay that we now 
employ 4 horſes for 1, that we did be- 
fore the in «ntion' of poſt chaiſes, that 
is to ſay 20 years ago. Conſequently as 
we (on this ſuppoſition) require four 
times as much hay and oats as formerly, 
we muſt expect to pay either four times 
the old price, or by taking ſo much more 
from the general fund of land and la- 
bour to anſwer this new demand, the 
prices of all other things muſt have a ge- 
neral riſe on this account; land and la- 
bour being the general ſtock or fund 
from whence all products are derived. 
For if in the diſpoſition of 200 acres, a 
farmer had uſually 40 acres of wheat, 

20 of oats, 20 of barley, 20 of peas and 
beans, 20 of clover, 40 in paſture and 
meadow, and 40 in fallowing; and on 
the advanced price of hay and oats, ſow- 


ed but 20 acres of wheat, and inſtead of 
20 acres of oats ſowed 40, and alſo in- 


YI creaſed 
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ereaſed his clover from 20 to 40 acres, 
and converted 10 acres of peas and beans 
into ſome ſpecies of meadow or hay 
ground; the probable conſequence of 
ſuch an alteration, which from the ſame 
motives would be practiced by many far- 
mers at the ſame time, would be to fink 
the price of hay and oats (for ſome time 
at leaſt) to their old ſtandard or nearly, 
but would as certainly raiſe that of wheat 
peas and beans; though after a little 
time they all return to their natural level 
of price proportionate to their intrinſic 
value compared one with another, which 
is determined by the expence in raiſing 
each and the quantity of each raiſed at 
an average of years all over the kingdom: 
I have ſuppoſed that four times as many 
horſes for gentlemen and travellers uſe 
are kept now, as were for the ſame pu- 
poſes 20 years ago ; not that each private 
gentleman is at four times the charge 
now on that account; it is evident he 
is not, if he keeps, as to his own par- 
ticular, only the ſame number as before; 
but as the additional quantity is enter- 
tained 
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tained by publicans, ſo of courſe their 


maintenance is as effectually a charge on 
the public, as if it were levied by a pub- 


lic tax, ſeeing it muſt be taken out of 
the only real public fund exiſting, land 


and labour; and he who keeps no horſe 


at all will be obliged to pay his propor- 
tion of it in the bread and meat that he 
eats, and directly or indirectly in every 
other article of his expence. The moſt 
direct and moſt agreeable method to re- 


ſtrain this exceſſive number of horſes, and 


to make the farmers return to the uſe of 
oxen,, would be to lay a tax of five ſhil- 


lings a head on all manner of horſes that 


are either ridden or drawn; and as there 
cannot be leſs than' a million in the king- 
dom, it would raiſe 2 50,0001. per annum 


and be a much leſs grevious tax than 


thoſe that lie on day light and candles. 


—_— St 
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S 
Exportation and Diſtillery of Grain. 
PELELZOSE there are in England and 

Wales, excluſive of abſolute waſte, 
300,000 plowlands, and that 1-5th part 
at 
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at an average of each plow land being 


annually under wheat, produces at a me- 
dium 50 quarters, and conſequently the 
whole kingdom 15 million quarters. 
But in order to be ſure of being within 
bounds, ſuppoſe the annual crop to be 
only 12,500,000 quarters, then ſuppo- 


ſing the inhabitants of England and 


Wales to be 10 millions of men women 


and children, the. moſt they can poſſibly 


uſe in bread will be at the rate of four 


' buſhels or half a quarter a head per 
annum, which will be for the whole 


five million quarters „ , $,006,000 
For ſtarch and wig powder : 1 55 
ſuppoſe . I, ooo, ooo 
For paſtry and any other « _ 
traordinaris 500,000. 
Total conſumption for do- . 
meſtic uſes in England I! 
and Wales 6,500,000 


When there will ſtill re- 


main an annual ſurplus 


for che diſtiller and ex- | 
porter 
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Porter of this one ſpe- 
- cies.of grain, either whole, 


ar in flaur. or flarch 6, ooo, o 


To make up the annual 
E700 · -: -« TASPa00 


It will be a very eaſy matter for the 
gentlemen who preſide in the Exchequer 
to inform themſelves from the books of 
the Cuſtom-houſes and Exciſe, what pro- 


portion of theſe fix million quarters of 
wheat, is annually exported or what di- 


Killed. The exportation of fo bulky a 
| commodity as wheat or grain of any kind, 

muſt always be publickly ſeen and known, 
and the.cry of the populace i is very ea- 
ſily ſet up againſt it; but if theſe matters 
were fairly examined, I fear, the expor- 
tation will turn out to be only Iike the 
leaking from the ſpiggot, whilſt the 
quantity. conſumed in the diſtillery flows 
out as it were from the bung; and the 


reaſons why the uproar is raiſed. againſt | 


the exportation only, are probably, that 
on one hand the Exciſe is a great douceur to 
the 


— 
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the Exchequer; and on the other, the 
populace love gin; and upon the whole, 
the generality of people, intereſted in 
land, have very ſhort ſighted notions con- 
cerning their real intereſt; inſomuch 
that I doubt whether fifty landlords in 
the kingdom will believe what I am go- 
ing to aſſert, which is however as de- 
monſtrable as any propoſition in this ſpe- 
cies of politicks, that is, that every ſhil- 
ling that is added by a landlord to the 
annual rent of a farm over and above 
the real fair price according to the rate 
of the country, muſt affect the neceſſa- 
Ties of life, the produce of that farm, 
when they come round manufactured 
and to be purchaſed by that ſame land- 
lord, fo, as that additional ſhilling in his 
rent ſhall coſt him fix ſhillings in his 
ſpendings; I do not ſay that this will 
come round in the firſt or ſecond year to 
him, but finally it muſt come both'to 
him and to the public in general. 


From the foregoing conſiderations, I 


know that the diſtillery is a tender point ; 
E at 
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at the ſame time it is not honeſt to make 
or to hear all this uproar made on ac- 
count of the ſcarcity of grain, and to ſhut 
our eyes or be filent on what is perhaps 
the moſt immediate cauſe of that ſcarcity. 
However, to ſpeak moſt tenderly on the 
ſubject, it muſt be allowed, that the 
great extenſion of the diſtillery cauſes a 
conſumption of grain, quite, if not more 
than, ſufficient to keep up the market, 
without alluring the exporter by a boun- 
ty, or even without permitting any expor- 
tation at all ; for whilſt ſo pernicious a 
trade as the corn ſpirit is ſuffered (I mean 
pernicious to the health of the human 
ſpecies) undoubtedly, in a commercial 
view, it is more profitable to the nation 
to export ſpirit than grain, the one be- 
ing a raw material and the other a ma- 
nufacture, in which a double profit is 
conſequently included. But, to uſe an- 
other vulgar phraſe, may we not, in 
this, be penny wiſe and pound fooliſh ? 
for by making ſpirit cheap, we deſtroy 
the human ſpecies, and by converting 
corn 
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corn into ſpirit, we infallibly raiſe the 


price of wholſome and neceſſary provi- 


fions; neither is it a right policy to graſp 


at every kind of trade, notwithſtanding 


it may be lucrative to particulars; the 
true aim of a politician ſhould be to 
contrive that all the people be employed; 
nor would it at all hinder all the people 
in England to be uſefully and induſtri- 


ouſly occupied, becauſe all the people of 


our rivals the French were alſo honeſtly 


employed at the ſame time; for what 


hurt could it do us, if we made ſhoes, 


cloths and hard wares for the inhabitants 
of France, while they made ſilks, hats, 


wines and brandies for us. The gene- 
ral cuſtom among all poor ſavage nations, 
is for every man to make every thing for 
himſelf; when commerce and arts begin 
to be cultivated among them, they civi- 
lize; and ſeperate men take to the ſeve- 
ral branches of trades and arts, the com- 
munity flouriſhes apace; ſo England, 
France, Italy, and Holland, have each 
been civilized ſeperately and within them- 


ſelves; 
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ſelyes; but they have got no farther than 
this firſt ſtep; and blinded with ſelfiſh- 
neſs do not ſee, that by dividing among 
them ſuch trades as are reciprocally moſt 
natural to their ſeveral ſoils, climates and 
genius of people, they would be more 
generally, and more happily employed; 
arts, humanity and true policy much 


better underſtood, and much fewer oc- 


caſions for wars, perhaps none at all. 
Jam perſuaded that to abandon the 
diſtilling trade at this time would be a 
national gain, the people and ſtocks em- 
ployed therein would ſoon be applied 
more uſefully in other branches, the 
lands in the new Weſt India iſlands lye 
ſtill unoccupied, for the moſt part, for 
want of monied men to embark in that 
buſineſs, the diſtillery may very advanta- 
geouſly be transferr'd there ; the farther 
it is removed from this country, the bet- 
ter on all accounts. - 


| SECT, | 


Pol IrICAL SPECULATIONS. 33 


SECT. VII. 


Taxes on Neceſſaries, 


SINCE the ſyſtem of taxing the ne- 
ceflaries of life and ſundry com modi- 
ties, houſes, luxuries, &c. has been fol- 
lowed, it certainly has tended to raiſe 
the prices of all things whatſoever; and 
indeed the higher they riſe, the more 
money may be raiſed on them without 
ſhocking the ideas of the public. If 
there were no taxes, it were an indif- 
ferent matter to the public, as to all 
tranſactions within the nation, whether 
the price of a day labourer was one 
penny or twenty pence; all other things, 
rent of land, commodities, &c. would 
bear their price in proportion; the low- 
er labour was, the more advantage we 
ſhould have by traffic with foreigners, 
by underſelling our rivals, where labour 
was at a higher price, and vice verſa.— 
But if the neceſſity of government re- 
TT. quired 
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quired to raiſe 25 ſhillings a head per 
annum on all its people, i. e. at the rate 


of a penny a day for 300 days, (which 


are as many as a labourer can probably 


work in a year) and computing that a 
working man might have a wife and 
three children, it is evident, that if la- 
bour had been, before ſuch a Tax, but 
one penny per day, it muſt, on this occa- 
ſion, riſe at once to ſix-pence at leaſt, 


and of courſe, all the products of la- 


bour would riſe in the ſame proportion, 


which ſhocking enormity would moſt. 


probably produce rebellion and general 
confuſion, before it could be ſubmitted 
to.——But if labour had been at 19 
pence, and by impoſing the very ſame 
tax, it was raiſed to two ſhillings, the 


innovation would paſs over as eaſily as 
the taxes on windows or beer. Hence 


we may ſee why M———:rs have a- 


| voided the moſt direct ways of raiſing 


Jaxes, and taken more round-about 
roads, which were leſs likely to alarm 
g imme 


P 
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immediately, but much more pernicious 
in the long-run. The ſame evil would 
not reſult from laying the whole load 
on land ; for if all beneficial qualifica- 
tions were made to ariſe from being poſ- 
ſeſſed of land ſo taxed, people would 
purchaſe, on that account, notwithſtand- 
ing the tax; and as ſuch privileged 
lands would not, in other reſpects, be 
the moſt profitable eſtates, great monied 
men would not be ſo eager to monopo- 
lize them, but would lay out more mo- 
ney in the unprivileged provinces, and 
thereby leave room for more candidates 
to qualify themſelves for the ſervice of 
their country, as well as for offices of 
power or profit in the ſeveral depart- 
ments of government ; and alſo by this 
means the general intereſt of the metro- 
politan or mother country, and her ap- 
pendant provinces and colonies, would 
become more blended and better under- 


ſtood. 

However, as taxes muſt be laid 

ſomewhere, the foregoing conſidera- 
| tions, 
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tions ſeem to prove, that it is more be- 
neficial for the public to lay them upon 
land, than upon labour. Let us, in the 
next place conſider whether they had 
better be laid on land, that is to ſay, in 
the firſt inſtance; or on commodities, 
that is, in the laſt inſtance. It has been 
ſaid in the foregoing ſection, that every 
additional ſhilling laid by the landlord 
on his tenant, over and above the fair 
price of the land, cauſes him to ſpend 
_ fix ſhillings extraordinary, when the 
produce of that ſame land comes round 
to him in the manufactured neceſſaries 
of life; conſequently, we muſt allow, 
that every ſhilling of tax laid on the 
land will, finally, have half that effect, 
on a ſuppoſition that the landlord may 
contrive in time to throw about half 
of it on his tenants, when he grants 
them new leaſes; this then admits, that 
every million raiſed, in the firſt inſtance, 
on land, will coſt the Public three. 


Now let us examine what may be 
the effect of laying the load in the laſt 


inſtance, 
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If it 


inſtance; or on commodities. 


could be contrived, that the laſt buyer 


dr conſumer ſhould directly pay the 
tax, it would hardly admit of a doubt, 
but that ſuch a mode would be the moſt 
eligible; but I fear the difficulty to ef- 

fect that would be inſuperable; where- 
fore we muſt ſuppoſe that it was to be 


paid immediately by the retailer, as is 


now nearly the eaſe in candles, ſoap, 


leather, beer; &c. All the retail trades 


make a profit from ſix hundred per cent. 
per ann. decreaſing downwards in pro- 
Portion as their capitals grow larger, by 
quick returns and by veſting their whole 
capitals, or as much as their trade re- 
quires, many times within the year. 


Let us ſuppoſe a retail tallow-chandler, 
-whoſe capital employed in his ſhop. was 


£50, if the prime coſt of his candles 


-amounted to 4d. a pound, and he ſold for 
5d. his profit on each ſale was 25 per 
cent. and if he turned his money twen- 
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ty times in the year, which ſuch a trade 


may do, then his gains were 5oo per 
cent. per ann,—But if the government 


lays only one penny a pound exciſe on 
His candles, this will employ immediate- 
ly one fourth part of his capital to pay 
that tax; and in order to make up for 
this; he makes ſach an advance in the 
price of his goods, as that he may have 


che ſame clear gains (at leaſt) from three 


fourths of his capital, as he had before 
from the whole; that is, he laid out 
before the tax, 4d. in materials, which 
he ſold for 5 d.; but as 4 is to 5, ſo is 


100 to 125, which marked his profit to 


be 25 per cent. on every ſale. 465 
But when the exciſe of a penny 2 
pound is to be paid, he veſts only 3d. in 


materials, beſides the penny for ex- 


ciſe'; but expects, on the whole, tliat 
his groat ſhall return 5d. as it did be- 
fore; then as 3d. is to zd. ſo is 100 
to 166 4, that is, for fear of loſing, he 
will be ſure to make the conſumer pay 

70 
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570 fer cent, inſtead of 25, over and a- 
bove the intrinſic. value of the candles 
on account of this exciſe.— I am ſenſible 
that the foregoing calculation may be 
Called in queſtion, in as much as the 
three penny worth of materials will not 
be a full pound, and conſequently not 
be chargeable with the whole penny for 
exciſe ; but in all theſe caſes the traders 
ayoid fractional prices, and bring them 
to ſuch round numbers as are ſure to 
turn the ſcale, to their advantage; and 1 
- believe the matter of fact, that is, the 
price of tallow candles for many years 
paſt, compared with the duty and in- 
trinſic value of the materials and work- 
manſhip, will juſtify the above hypo- 
theſis. Therefore we may venture 
to ſay, that the penny a pound exciſe on 
tallow candles cauſes an advance of a- 
bove 40 per cent. beyond the former 
price. The like, effect happens in every 
other retail trade loaded with an exciſe 
in the laſt inſtance; nor does the evil 
An here, for all other tradeſmen, find- 
ing 


1 
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ing ſuch an advance as 40 per cent. on 
their candles, and ſimilar advances on 
the other taxed commodities, endeavour 


to indemnify themſelves by advancing 


the prices of their ſeveral wares; and 
thus they go on increaſing one upon an- 
other without end; the bulk of which, 


ariſing from taxing things in what I call 


the laſt inſtance, I compute - thus ;— 

about a century ago, all the people in 
the kingdom were maintained for about 
L, 6. a head, at preſent they coſt at leaſt 


L 12: 10s. a head; that is, in the whole, 
ſuppoſing England and Wales to contain 


about ten millions of perſons) about 65 
millions fer ann. more than we ſhould 
pay if we bought things at the ſame 
rate that our anceſtors did in the laſt 
age; ſuch an enormous ſum is manifeſt- 
Jy raiſed on the people at this time, in 

conſequence of the preſent modes of 
taxation, in order to come at about fix 
millions per ann. more than was raiſed 
in the former period : ſo that for every 
: ling that goes into the exchequer, 
the 


Ly 
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the public pays more than ten; where- 
as if we were to raiſe even ten millions 
in the firſt inſtance, on land, and allowing 
it to colt the people in its conſequences 
thirty millions, (as before ſtated in the 
former part of this Section) ſtill we 
ſhould be 35 millions per ann. gainers, 
beſides having a fund that would ſen- 
ſibly fink our debts every year. 
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the Court, in the City, and different Parts of the Kingdom; with many ad- 

ditional Liſts, extremely intereſting, never before printed. Likewiſe, all the 

Peers, Paronets, State, Law, and Revenue- Officers in Scotland. To- 


gether with accurate Liſts of both Houſes of Parliament; and all the 
State, Military, Law, and Revenue-Officers in Ireland. A complete 


+ and correct Lift of the Penſioners upon the Iriſh Eſtabliſhment, to the 


preſent Month ; and an infinite Number of other new Liſts, as may be 
ſeen by reading, the Index; which is very acgurate and complete. The 
whole arranged in a Manner more diſtinft and methodical, than was ever 
| before attempted. | 

The Compiler of the Court Regiſter having promiſed the Public an 
Account of Lifts inſerted in the Regiſter, and omitted in the Royal Ka- 


lender, but not having promiſed the leaſt Notice of thoſe inſerted in the 


Royal Kalendar, and wholly omitted in the Court Regiſter z it is ne- 
ceſſary to give the Public an impartial State of both, in order that they may 
be enabled to judge which is moſt worthy of their Encouragement. 


F 


Omitted in the Rovar KALEN DAR. 


The German and Foreign Princes, which are not intereſting to 
the People of theſe Kingdoms, and make no leſs than fiftcen Pages 
in the Regiſter. The Lieutenants and Surgeons of the Navy; be- 
cauſe there is a Liſt of them printed annually (in January] by the 
Lords of the Admiralty, and diſtribated gratis, * | 
5 b | 


All the following are inſerted in the Royar KALENDAR, 
and omitted in the CouR r RROGIST ER. e 


The principal Perſons in the ſeveral Offices of the Bank of Eng- 


ces 


ſeen in the 
Parts, via. 
ditional Li 


miſnbnétrs 


Names int. 
holds, Cot 
And upon 
they are t 


one Book. 
ſo capital x 
ways receix 


KangDon 
contains bu 
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Baldwin,; 
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BOOKS Printed- for J. ALwon, * las 
umbers. Corke, 
55 on 12 A complete Li i Penn upon ne tn wap 
ft che e 


to Nov. 1766, . The Houſe of Commons in Ireland 
Jug Officers Sis Rovers, &c. in that Eingdom. Ante 


| Officers of State, and Revenue, &c in Scotland, The 

o Jl er 5 Liſts, wh! W e very numerous and intereſting, Ng 
ſeen in the Index, which for the greater Conveniency is divided into fires 
Parts, viz. England, Bcottand, and Inland. There are many other a: 
ditional Liſts, Viz. the - ty Property, © Committee of City Lands, Com- 


. miſhbners = bo nt Bo er Meh _ ow ep — — 
Names interſperſed throu ole, particularly in oyal Houſ- 
holds, Court of Ctrancery, Polt Gees, Governors, Army, Se. Kc. 
And upon the whole, — — — oy g 

are the moſt cp ever have been to: the Publi 
ay el Some Eg there ace without: doubt, but 8 he 
ſo capital nor num as tho ya in the Regiſter ; and he 28 wi 
ways receive, with Hake, ary CorreRions, The PuBlic in gevieral-þ 
be aſſured, that as no Papenic e N ſpared to 1 12 
lendar the moſt compleat, ſo no Affiduity will be . * 
moſt correct, Bock of the Kind. Fhey will obſerve, that it ns Gore 
Book which contains the Eſtabliſhments of Scotland and Helund, whic 
were never printed in England before; and being complete for Tan 
KanG6Doms, is certdinly;preferahle 2 the fame Price) chi Bick 

contains but a Part of the Liſts for England ov I v. It is juſt 
to inform the Compiler of the Regiſter, that when the Royal Kalender 


vas refolved upon, the Repiſter was notthought: of. Tie latter was 
then as forgotten, as it is now: But it is art in n 


to PO the Regiſter finking into Oblivion, 


Speedily. avill be Publi hed. e 


— 


A LIST of above TWO THOUSAND ERRORS, BLUNDERS, 
QMISSIONS, Kc. ( myſt of which are capital). intthe Ca T A 


ws 


EI, Compiled by oh RivincToNn. With Remarks e | 


irregular and confuſed Manner in which that Beet is huddled 
without the leaſt Regard to Propriety, Methed or Pe rſpieuity. 
N. B. Only a ſmall Namber will be printed; ns they: Wiles of noUie 
to any but the Purchaſers of the Regiſter, 

Printed for J. Almon, oppoſite Burlington-houſe, i in Piccadilly; 
Baldwin, 8. rowder, Robinſon and Roberts, Wilion and . be 
Bladon, in Pater-noſter- row; B. Law, in Axe-Maria- ane; 
oppoſite Stationers- hall; G. Kearſſy, in Luggate- ſtreet 3 'T. 2 in 
the Strand; J. and T., Curtis, in TR 4, and Richardſon and 

Exchange. 


Urquhart, at the Royal! 
Du Day art Publiids, 
Printed for J. AL uon, in Piecadilly, | 
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I. The TRADE and NAVIGATION of GREAT-BR 
fidered, By Joznva GE. Carefully reviſed. ” 2 8 A 
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> 440085 Printed for J. Auuo l. 1 
3 1 intereſring Notes, 2 —. j 
1 SY Tee with Portogal. Price ge. bound. © 

1 e * 4 | 11 A True Hiſtory of a late ſbort Adminiſtration. Price 6d. 
8 III. died eeuc upon fo Ins raren o Pct 


Tv. 1 n "gs # * 


3 v. The HISTORY of the MINORITY ; during the Years 1767 
1 22 1764; and 1765. Exhibiting the Conduct, Prin- 
and Views of that Party. The Fourth Edition, ow on 
| A Price 58, beund, or 48. ſewed. 
4 EN IRY | to the CONDUCT of a Late R Hon 
4 : Vf. Ao] "A ENQUIR Edition. Price 18 6d, 1925 a 
3 An t of the Principle and Difinterſtedneſs be te 
= fame Gentleman. Second Edition. des 14 
k VIS. The DEBATES of the W f COMMON Ve 
du the Years 1742, 1743, 1 7 1 two . 
Fenn 
LEY IX, A Colledien of the moſt intorefting. Trafts whbch; was; 
1 in Englaad"and America, In two Volumes, Pries 34 
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x. A CoLLzeTION of the moſt Yirzanas. Porrfieas Hg | 
0 which appeared during the 0g 1763, 1764, and 17652 1 | 
Volumes. Price 188. bound. p< Rey 
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* A Collection of POLITICAL LETTERS which appeared in the 
| ; ns 2 during the lame 9 hens . Volume., Prics 
- e 1 
R 
Cn 2 New Editions, Price 28, 6d, 8 
ES | _ The SECURITY of ENGLISHMENS LIVES; or the Duty, 
\ +- Fapſh, ab Pomnt.of the Grand Juice of Eagland, nn by 
' 2 Lord Somers. Price 28. 6d, | 
188 I» * By. The FOREIGNERS GUIDE ; in French and 'Engliſh'; being 
5 proper Companion for every Stranger on coming to Londen, 
i, __ S 


En, ET TOE 


I, The CONDUCT of - the Late ADMINISTRATION Brassel. 
With an Appendix, containing original and authentic Documents. 


I. A new Edition of COLLINS's. 'PEERAGE of ENGLAND, in 
= Þ yols, Oftavo 3 nn an 17777 Number of "7 LW 
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5 Fn Wl, A bow Edition of OH- ROADS, 1 ee 
be ee fer al Ce who ure bende to Travel. 
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